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It sounds like the plot from a Jerry Lewis movie: 
a shipment of thousands of rubber duckies gets 
accidentally dumped in the ocean and it’s up to 
the hapless Jerry to round them up from the four 
corners of the earth before the boss finds out.
But that’s what really happened.

Well… that’s sort of what happened. The bath 
toys were plastic, not rubber, and only one quarter 
of them were ducks. And Jerry Lewis was not 
involved—but it did happen.

The year was 1992. One of those floating mountains 
of metal we call container ships was sailing from 
Hong Kong to Tacoma. Midway through the voyage 
they encountered a storm so fierce that two 
columns of containers broke loose from their ties, 
pitching twelve tractor-trailer-sized containers into 
the deep. And in a delicious turn of serendipity, the 
container that held the ducks somehow broke open 
during its violent plummet so the toys could escape 
their steel coffin and float free. 28,800 ducks, 
beavers, turtles and frogs free, free, free! to loll on 
the tide and explore the whims of ocean currents, 
winds, and exotic destinations.

The story raises a number of curious questions. 
Do container ships lose their cargo very often? (In 
fact, it happens more than the container companies 
would care to admit). Did the toys scatter far? Did 
anyone keep statistics on what became of the 
ducks? Well, they did scatter far, and yes, someone 
did gather statistics.

The event is the subject of a 350+-page book 
written by an English teacher and journalist named 
Donovan Hohn, who became so caught up in the 
romance of the story that it became his obsession 
for three years. The book is called Moby-Duck 
and carries the following subtitle: The True Story 
of 28,800 Bath Toys Lost at Sea and of the 
Beachcombers, Oceanographers, Environmentalists, 
and Fools, Including the Author, Who Went in Search 
of Them (©2011, Viking Press).

Brushing aside the amusing image of rafts of 
duckies placidly meandering across the longitudes, 

t Ocean currents appear to be 
somewhat predictable.

c O V E r  s T O r y

Bath tOys at sea
LittLe Ducks in an enOrmOus POnD
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the spill was a scientific gold mine for researchers 
who try to map ocean currents. Once the shipping 
company allowed (under strict conditions of 
anonymity) oceanographers to learn the date and 
coordinates of the spill, it became possible to plot 
the journey of these toys as they began to wash 
ashore in a variety of locations. The call went out 
to beachcombers everywhere to report where and 
when the toys were found.

Many toys began showing up on the beaches of 
sitka, Alaska, 2,200 miles from the spill. More toys 
were collected further away in the Aleutian Islands, 
Japan, and Washington state.  
The reports of toy finds were consistent with the 
pattern established by other displaced articles such 
as sporting equipment and Nike shoes that had 
spilled in prior accidents.

scientists such as “flotsam expert” curt 
Ebbesmeyer have mapped out circular current 
patterns in the oceans and believe the majority of 
the toys followed one such circular path between 
North America and Asia. The data appear to 
support their claims since toys washed ashore in 
the same locations in spikes two and three years 
apart. The toys that had turned up again in sitka 
in 2004 were thought to have traveled the 6,800 
mile “subpolar Gyre” loop four times before finally 
landing on the beach.

Other toys were confirmed collected in Hawaii, and 
unconfirmed sightings were reported in Maine and 
scotland.

As 2012 kicks off, it is important for us to remember 
that things rarely go according to plan; you may 
run into a ferocious storm and you may even be 
knocked off the ship. The world works in 
mysterious ways. stay positive and, 
no matter how many miles you have to 
travel or how many times you have to 
make the “subpolar Gyre” loop, you will 
find your beach!

Welcome to 2012!

PresiDent

p curt ebbesmeyer  and some of the items he 
follows around the world.

p One collector’s bounty of Friendly Floatees. 
the yellow and red plastic bleached white while 
the blue and green held up in the elements.

to Place an Order, call toll Free at 1-800-743-9401
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wiLL it LanD 
again?
HUB’s helicopter contest is soaring along 
with a steady stream of video submissions 
from customers doing their part to make 
the contest interesting.

compared to the first version of Will It 
Land?, Will It Land Again? is garnering 
entries from a broader spectrum of 
participants. At the time of this writing, 
none of the submissions have approached 

the polish or technical landing skill we saw 
from many of the entries from the first 
contest.

That means this contest is still wide open 
to anyone with a camera, a helicopter, and 
a smidgen of creativity and flying skill! 
remember, the top prize is an iPad 2! you 
can view present and past entries on on 
www.willitland.com.

q the unidentified cameraperson 
on Lance Bergh’s video skillfully 
follows his bird as it moves up, 
over, and on top of a wall; it then 
continues into the adjoining room 
into the waiting hands of junior 
family members.

q David Laxton shows how to fly 
a copter through a narrow hallway 
and earn an iPod shuffle in the 
process.

q David’s coworker tim Pinter 
got the ball rolling with the first 
submission of the contest that 
manages a shout-out to west 
Virginia while showing how easy 
it is to score an iPod shuffle. 
Let’s go… mountaineers!

SceneS from our 
“Will it land” 
conteSt

Learn more at www.hubindustrial.com
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enter 
tO win!
16GB 3G iPad®2

to Place an Order, call toll Free at 1-800-743-9401

q mars southwick got his copter 
to land on top of a traffic cone after 
several agonizing attempts.

q chris murphy gives us a game 
of helicopter hide-and-seek as his 
whirlybird disappears inside a box 
and suddenly flies back out.

q tim twisselmann strikes a 
holiday theme as a family member 
tries to put a different kind of star 
on top of their tree. “good Landing!”

Be one of the firSt to enter 

tO win an 
iPOD shuFFLe

Hub Hub 
Hub Hub Hub 

Hub Hub...

nOne LeFt!



hub featured employee

JUDy KenT
fINANCIAl ASSISTANT

Judy Kent is an early riser. Nobody really 
knows for sure when she shows up for 
work every morning; we just know that 
she’s going to be at her desk already 
looking at a spreadsheet or counting beans 
no matter how early anyone else reports 
for duty.

A veteran of 7 years, Judy says she still 
looks forward to coming to work every 
morning. her primary job is accounts 
payable, but she gets asked to pitch in on 
other tasks with enough frequency that she 
has learned to stay flexible. 

Judy says one of the nice things about 
working for hUB is that the company 
recognizes the value of treating vendors 
like gold. “We coddle our vendors,” she 
says. “That way, when a customer gets in 
a pickle with their inventory, we can go to 
our vendors and get them to do stuff they 
wouldn’t ordinarily do, so we can help the 
customer out.”

When she’s not at work, Judy enjoys 
spending time with her family, animals, and 
the great outdoors.

6 Learn more at www.hubindustrial.com

p “Judy, Judy, Judy”—Goober Pyle (doing his 
Cary Grant impersonation)
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1. It was once believed that the first visitor on New Year’s Day 
 would bring either good luck or bad luck for the rest of the 
 year, depending on who he/she was. 
2. Many cultures believe that anything given or taken on New 
 Year, in the shape of a ring is good luck, because it 
 symbolizes “coming full circle”. 
3. Many parts of the U.S. celebrate New Year by consuming 
 black-eyed peas and other legumes, as it has been 
 considered good luck in many cultures. 
4. The tradition of making New Year resolutions dates back to 
 the early Babylonians. 
5. Traditionally, it was thought that people could alter the luck 
 they would have throughout the coming year by what they did 
 or ate on the first day of the year. It has, therefore, become 
 important to celebrate first day of the New Year in the 
 company of family and friends. 
6. The Spanish ritual on New Year’s eve is to eat 12 grapes at 
 midnight. The tradition is meant to secure 12 happy months 
 in the coming year. 

7. Noisemaking and fireworks on 
 New Year’s Eve is believed to have originated in ancient 
 times, when noise and fire were thought to dispel evil 
 spirits and bring good luck.
8. New Year is the oldest of all holidays, as it was first observed 
 in ancient Babylon as many as 4000 years ago. 
9. Celebrating New Year on January 1 is purely arbitrary, as 
 neither it has agricultural significance nor astronomical. 
 Many countries still celebrate it in spring, the season of 
 rebirth of new crops. 
10. The Roman senate declared January 1 as the New Year in 
 153 BC. Though even this date saw major tampering, it was 
 Julius Caesar who again declared January 1 in Julian 
 calendar as the New Year, in 46 BC.
11. The first month of the year, i.e. January, has been named 
 after God Janus (Latin word for door), in the Roman calendar. 
 Janus is the God with two faces, one looking backwards 
 and one forward, at the same time and marks the ‘spirit of 
 the opening.

haPPy 
new 
year!
FrOM ALL OF Us AT HUB 
INDUsTrIAL sUPPLy

to Place an Order, call toll Free at 1-800-743-9401




