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In 2007 Kurt Walchle, the founder and President 
of Survival Straps, built the first piece of gear 
while sitting at his kitchen table. Today, his 
company hand makes “tough, cool, expedition 
ready gear” for adventurists all over the world 
and—what’s more—they do it right here in 
Florida with the goal of being one of the top 
manufacturers in America.

What is a survival strap? Basically it is a piece of 
U.S. Military grade paracord that is braided into 
bracelets, lanyards, and key chains in over 50,000 
designs including officially licensed collegiate, PGA 
Tour, and U.S. Olympic Team versions. Additions to 
the standard straps include “dog tags” that can be 
printed with your emergency contact information, 
medical allergies, or a personal message. In an 
emergency situation, the paracord can be unwound 
and used as a survival tool. 

The idea of unwinding your bracelet in an emergency 
may seem a little far-fetched to some. However, a 

quick glance at their webpage provides numerous 
stories of loyal customers doing just that. In fact, 
everyone that uses their Survival Strap in an 
emergency situation and sends them the story 
qualifies for a free replacement.

As unique and ingenious as their products are, they 
really have to take a back seat to their bigger goal 
of honoring and supporting our military men and 
women. As of now, they have raised well over a half 
million dollars with their line of Wounded Warrior 
Project straps. 50% of the proceeds from each strap 
directly benefit the project and the live counter on 
their website changes almost by the second as the 
total increases.

Protect yourself, support your military, and support 
American manufacturing; how can you go wrong?

Check them out! 
www.survivalstraps.com

SURVIVAL OF 
THE FITTEST
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ONE MORE MONTH TO WIN!

For all you citizens out there suffering from the 

restlessness of not having any more votes to cast, 

we have good news! HUB has introduced our newest 

promotion that could make you a local hero with your 

company. 

HERE’S HOW IT WORKS:
Every Monday, HUB releases its “Monday Morning 

Minute” video. At the end of the video, our “Prize 

Patrol “ will draw a name out of all the companies 

that have placed at least one order from us in the 

preceding month and read the name on the video. 

If you hear your company’s name read, you have until 

6:00 p.m. EST to call in to HUB to claim the prize.

The prize is a credit toward your company’s next 

purchase at HUB, starting at $100. Every week the 

prize goes unclaimed, $100 will be added to the pot 

until it is claimed. 

The video is emailed out at 9:00 a.m. EST every 

Monday to all who have requested it, and it is 

available to view shortly thereafter on our main 

website, www.HUB industrial.com. See the website 

for detailed rules.

WINNING IS EASY!

1. WATCH OUR MONDAY  
 MORNING MINUTE

2. LISTEN FOR THE NAME  
 OF YOUR COMPANY

3. CALL IN TO WIN!

This is the last month to participate in the drawing 

for the $500 Best Buy Card. All the correct answers 

to the riddle question on the back page of this 

issue, combined with the correct answers from 

the previous two issues, will be entered into the 

drawing for the gift card. Give it your best shot!

A N N O U N C I N G
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One Tuesday morning last month I 

got to work early only to find that I 

couldn’t enter our office park. Tropical 

Storm Debby had parked herself just to 

the west of us and two days of thick, 

steady rain had begun to exceed the 

storm water handling capacity of our 

infrastructure. 

The entrance to our office park—lower in elevation to the 
park itself—had become a raging river that would easily 
have come up to my wheel wells. Within the hour, we had 
made a makeshift entrance into the rear of the park by 
cutting the perimeter fence and laying some plywood and 
gravel on the muddy grass to drive over.

Gradually, HUB personnel found their way around 
the obstacles and into work. With the rain continuing 
throughout the day, the question ever present on people’s 
minds was whether a way back home would still exist at 
the end of the day.

We were facing an unprecedented situation in the history 
of our same day shipping guarantee. The local UPS depot 
was having problems of their own, and they for sure 
would not be showing up at our dock if they couldn’t 
get past our entrance. We might not get every package 
shipped on the same day, but we sure were going to try!

We did have a few things going for us: We have been 
in the process of deploying satellite warehouses in Las 
Vegas and Indianapolis, and both of these were called 
upon to handle whatever they could, which was a great 
help in keeping our commitment to our customers.

An SUV was sent to the nearest functioning Pizza 
restaurant to bring back lunch for our intrepid staff. A 
few of our employees left to deal with rising waters that 
threatened their homes. The rest of us kept our ears open 
for any news of increased flooding on roads, calculating 
the risk if the rain continued.

At the end of the day, we loaded up Vice President Stuart 
Johnson’s Yukon, the biggest SUV we could come up with, 
to take what we could to the UPS depot. Then we called 
it a day.

THE GREAT 
HUB 
FLOOD

Learn more at www.hubindustrial.com

The entrance to our building. There was no way 
we were going to be able to get in, so we...

Made our own entrance!



We felt our way back to our houses, alternately driving 
through deep puddles or turning around to try another route. 
Some of us worked late into the night helping neighbors who 
had flooded homes. 

By Wednesday morning, the entrance to our office park was 
once again passable. The night had passed without much 
more rain, and things began the slow process of drying out.

Two weeks later, there are still a handful of roads that 
are under water. Our county had more than 400 homes 
damaged by flood waters, including one of our employees. 
But I’m happy to say that there was only one day where our 
guaranteed same day shipping 
policy was ever compromised, and 
even then, we were able to fulfill 
80% of our orders on time.

Have a great month!

PRESIDENT

LOCATIONS
LOCATIONS
LOCATIONS
The sun is now shining again over HUB 
headquarters and we are back to normal. We 
were only seriously challenged by the weather for 
that one day. It goes on record as being the one 
day in the history of our $100 same-day shipping 
guarantee where we had to invoke the clause in 
our terms and conditions that allows for events 
beyond our control.

The role played by our two satellite warehouses in 
our time of need was a tremendous benefit. 

We haven’t been publicizing much about these 
warehouses because we have been incrementally 
bringing them online as they become supplied with 
inventory. Las Vegas has been up and running for 
more than a year, and Indianapolis was just ready 
to come online when this event occurred.

Many customers in select industries are already 
routinely seeing shipments from these locations. 
Eventually, we plan to have complete inventory 
out of all three locations to ship from the location 
that offers the shortest transit time to each of our 
customers.
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The state road underneath I-75 was the first 
obstacle many people faced that day.

Three warehouse locations means 
faster shipping

Some of our roads to work washed away.
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HUB FEATURED EMPLOYEE

MICHAEL TENNEBOE
When he left his house for work that fateful Tuesday 
morning, Michael Tenneboe didn’t realize how bad things 
were until he got stuck in a traffic jam on the state road 
that runs underneath I-75 and past the entrance to the 
commercial park where HUB is located.

The roadway was impassable. Michael found a detour 
and arrived just as others were cutting the chain link 
fence to make a rear entrance to the park. He drove 
through and immediately got busy directing others 
through the makeshift driveway.

After three hours in the rain, Michael went back home to 
put on a dry set of clothes and noticed with alarm that 
water was collecting in his yard and steadily rising.

He went back to work a little while longer, but returned 
home when his wife notified him of the urgency of 
their situation. 

Michael is the Receiving Manager in HUB’s warehouse. 
He and his wife Mindy were living with their baby 
daughter in a rented house, and he had no inkling that it 
would ever be susceptible to this kind of danger.

Back at home, the waters were steadily approaching the 
threshold. Word of their predicament spread through their 
network of friends, and soon there were thirty or forty 
people on the scene to help move their belongings to 
higher ground.

By the time the water finally made it inside their house, 
they had safely removed their belongings. The water 
rose about two inches—just enough to ruin carpets and 
baseboard. After two weeks of living as refugees in a 
relative’s house, they were able to move back in.

p Michael helped others get through our 
temporary entrance; Inset photo: a view of 
Michael’s living room and flooded back yard
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1. Since 1900, floods have taken more than 10,000 lives in the U.S. alone.

2. Flash floods often bring walls of water 10 to 20 feet high.

3. 95% of those killed in a flash flood try to outrun the waters along their  
 path rather than climbing rocks or going uphill to higher ground.

4. 66 % of flood deaths occur in vehicles, and most happen when drivers  
 make a single, fatal mistake trying to navigate through flood waters.

5. Just 6 inches of rapidly moving flood water can knock a person down.

6. A mere 2 feet of water can float a large vehicle—even a bus.

7. The great Mississippi River Flood of 1993 covered an area 500 miles  
 long and 200 miles wide. More than 50,000 homes were damaged,  
 and 12,000 miles of farmland were washed out.

8. Hurricanes, winter storms and snowmelt are common causes  
 of flooding.

9. New land development can increase flood risk, especially if the  
 construction changes natural runoff paths.

FLASH-FLOOD
FACTS
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RIDDLE ME THIS! JULY’S BRAINTEASER
Solve the following anagram: 

YIP DISHPAN GAMES
An anagram is a word puzzle that can be solved by rearranging the letters to spell 
the answer. Example: REAL BIG can be rearranged to spell GABRIEL
Hint: the answer is a three-word phrase that appears somewhere in this newsletter.

Send answer to: gabriel@hubindustrial.com

LAST MONTH’S RIDDLE: 
Who Will I Become?
It’s hard to tell if this wormlike creature 
is coming or going. Setting aside the 
question of whether to spray your 
bushes if you see one of these, the 
question is, what will he be when he 
grows up?

ANSWER: A MONARCH BUTTERFLY

LAST MONTH’S WINNERS!
75 PCS DRILL SET
Dee Froce
Chuck Saunders

5 MAGNETIC FLASHLIGHT SET
Jeffrey Devries
Sue Grube
Joe Paquin
Kathy Philippus
Debbie Collier

TRIPOD
FLASH-
LIGHT
5 Winners

HUB SURVIVAL KEYCHAIN
3 Winners

ALL CORRECT ENTRIES 
WILL BE ELIGIBLE FOR A 

$500 BEST BUY 
CARD DRAWING 

IN AUGUST!


